Open Elective (1 out of 2 papers for students of other Departments):

Paper No. HS: 457 (Open Elective-1)

Science and Technology of Pre-Modern India

Unit. | — Science and Technology of Harappan period-pottery technology-Copper/bronze
metallurgy-Post-Harappan metallurgy-Iron technology-megaliths-iron age ceramics-
polished ware technology:RCPW,PGW,NBPW- Agricutlural science and technology.

Unit. 1I- Astronomy and mathematics- Bhaskara-Aryabhata-Varahamihira- Developments in
medicine and surgery- Ayurveda:Vriksha, Hasti and Asva-Samhitas of charaka, Susrutha
and Bhela.

Unit. 111- Maritime technology, port construction technology- shipping technology- navigational
technology.

Unit. IV- Science and Technology in the age of the Delhi Sultans- agricultural technology-
textile technology-Development of science and technology in the age of the Mughals-
Agricultural technology - maritime technology- medical systems-and technology- bio
sciences and bio-technology.
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Paper No: HS. 458 (Open Elective-2)
TRADE AND COMMERCE IN PRE- MODERN INDIA

Unit.I- Origin and growth of trade in ancient India-trade centres- trade items-trade routes-forms of
exchange- barter system- monetary exchange- use of coins- weights and measures.

Unit.11- Over land trade- trade routes- sarais- santhes- forms of trade- itinerant trade- caravan trade-
tolls and other forms of collections-rise of urban centres.

Unit.111- Overseas trade: major sea routes and ports of trade- trade networks- local centres, marts
and emporia- exchange between port towns- cargo and shipping-imports and exports.

Unit.IV- Structure of trade: trading communities- producers- middlemen and traders- monetary
mechanisms- trade agreements and contracts- role of the State.

Unit.V- From Trade to Capital: trade corporations in south India- growth of bankers and usurers-
relation between traders and producers-putting out system- Kammalars and chettis of south India.
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